
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

10/19/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson and A. Kinahan  

 

ABSENT:  J. Noyes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

     

1.   541 Walnut Street/The Farm: 

Mr. Stetson reported that proponents were very close to paving and that most of the gravel has 

been "roughed in" at this point.  He also noted that the area of the septic system was hydro- 

seeded and grassed in.  Mr. Hurley stated that he hoped that they have used the same person who 

did the hydro seeding for the high school.  He noted that it was put down fast and was already 

one and a half (1 1/2") inches tall.  Mr. Stetson questioned why they didn't use stone at the edge 

of the hill on the field which they would now have to cut by hand.  

 

2.   Pearl Road:   
The Board received a copy of a letter sent by the Building Inspector to the resident of 24 Pearl 

Road.  Mr. Ken Ellis filed an application for a building permit to construct a six foot by thirty 

eight foot (6' by 38') Farmer's Porch at the front of the existing house.  It was noted that the 

porch will encroach into the required thirty five (35') foot set back by three (3') feet. Due to the 

encroachment, the Building Inspector has denied the application. 

 

It was noted for the record that the documents the Board is waiting for have still not been 

submitted. Mr. Anderson questioned what was taking so long.  Mr. Hurley replied that the 

paperwork has not been completed and the Board still has to hold a public hearing to release the 

surety before the proponents can turn the property over to the "Homeowner’s Association."  He 

noted that the residents are not happy, and that he expects that there will be a large turnout at the 

public hearing once a date has been set.  Mr. Stetson reported that he has not seen Steve Fox at 

the site for a long time and hoped that he was not having more health issues.  He stated that there 

is a whole new crew there now. 

 

A brief discussion was held regarding a utility pole that was set in the driveway of one of the 

homes and why it was done that way.  It was noted that it was too late to change it now. Mr. 

Stetson reported that there is a bill filed with the state legislature to require a time line for new 

wiring and transmission lines to be transferred over once a new pole has been set to replace an 

existing one.  The Board was in agreement that this process takes much too long for it to get 

done. 

 

3.   Spring Commons: 
Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that the public hearing for the above subdivision will be held at 

the next meeting on November 2nd.  He stated that he expects that there will be a large crowd in  
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attendance, since neighbors are not happy with this proposed development.  It was reported that 

an abutter to the site has been in to look at the plans and was very upset about it.  That person 

was advised to come to the public hearing to express their concerns.    

             

Correspondence received from the Board of Selectmen noted the following concerns: 

  

 1.  Include screening between the development and the abutters, 

 2.  Dust and noise during construction should be kept to a minimum, and 

 3.  Construction hours should be limited.  

 

The memo was placed on file and will be read into the record at the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Hurley reported that the Board had received the check for the Engineering review and that 

he authorized Nicolas Lanney to proceed with the review. Correspondence from Mr. Lanney 

stated that with Lots 3 & 4, which are over the required 30,000 square feet, they have a 

significant portion of the lot area taken up with an easement for the proposed detention area.  He 

noted that this leaves less than 15,000 square feet for construction of the house.  Mr. Hurley 

responded that the Planning Board regulations define a "Lot" and if the drainage area is to be 

covered with water at any time it would not qualify as usable area. 

 

4.  Middle/Senior High School: 

Mr. Hurley reported to the Board that testing the football field lights was done at 6:30 p.m. 

today.  Mr. Kinahan noted that the lights were very tall and questioned whether there was any 

height restriction in the bylaws. Mr. Hurley stated that he had looked at the plans and was not 

able to determine just how tall the lights were supposed to be.  

 

5.   Fall Workshops: 
The Board reviewed the Citizen Planner Training Collaborative Fall 2016 workshop information.  

Mr. Hurley noted that there was one workshop on site plans being held in Taunton, one on how 

to read subdivision plans, one with an Attorney as a speaker, and one on the roles and 

responsibilities of Planning Board members among various other workshops.  He asked if any of 

the members would be interested in attending any of these workshops.  As there was no interest 

from any of the Board members, the information was placed on file. 

 

6.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/26/16, re: sp/variance. 334 Walnut Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/26/16, re: variance, 318 Broad Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/26/16, re: variance, 65 Winter Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 9/24/16, re: variance, 106 Summit Drive, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/24/16, re: amendment, Adult Retirement bylaw. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 10/24/16, re: special permit amendment, CVS. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: special permit, 446 West Street, granted. 
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Mail continued: 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: special permit/variance, CVS, Bedford Street, granted.  

Easton ZBA decision, re:  administrative appeal, 101 Norton Avenue, denied. 

Easton ZBA decision, re: variance, 101 Norton Avenue, granted. 

W. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing, re: special permit, 63 Maple Street, granted. 

Amendments to the Uniform Procurement Act. 

Attorney General Municipal Law Unit invitation, re: training course on 11/16/16. 

Board of Assessor's minutes of 9/21/16. 

Division of Marine Fisheries memo, re: Diadromous Fish Restoration Meeting. 

OCPC minutes of 9/8/16 and agenda for 10/13/16. 

OCPC memo, re: MA Efficiency and Regionalization Grant Program. 

 

7.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 10/18/16 and to   

      pay the supplemental longevity amount that was voted at the last meeting pending further    

      approval by the Town.  Second (AK).  Vote: 3 for and 1 against.  Voting for the Motion was   

      H. Hurley, H. Anderson and A. Kinahan.  Voting against the Motion was G. Stetson.  The  

      Motion passed. 

 

** The Town Administrator determined later that the supplemental longevity was not timely  

     filed so would not be allowed for this fiscal year. The payroll was amended and submitted. 

 

8.   The minutes of 10/5/16 were accepted and filed. 

  

9.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


